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Parking policies can play a key role within the broader
context of managing transport demand. Private vehicles can
spend over 90% of their time parked with considerable
consequences for land use and economic activities in urban
areas. Drivers cruising for parking have important impacts on
traffic congestion, air pollution, and accidents; studies such
as Shoup [1] indicate that about a 30% of circulating traffic in
cities is looking for somewhere to park. However, research in
the field of user behaviour when choosing parking has been
limited and management policies have often been developed
on an ad hoc basis, ignoring theoretical models or available
empirical evidence.

In recent decades, a lot of researches into user behavior
have been developed in parking choice. In the international
literature, important studies are shown that have become a
reference for parking management and behavior. Hensher
and King [2] reported an important contribution to this
research line with the study of the behavior of users of the
CBD in Sydney in view of a change in the parking policy
(introduction of rates and maximum duration of parking).
Additionally, Hess and Polak [3] developed a model in which
parking alternatives included the study of illegal parking, to
show how it varied if the characteristics of the other types
of parking changed. As stated by Shoup, we can no longer
continue with the belief that street parking should be free as
all urban land areas have a cost for the citizen [4].

These papers generated an important research base on
which, during the last years, numerous researches have been
developed. Some examples of the latest research carried out
in this field are Ibeas et al. [5], where they studied the users’
behavior when building an underground parking garage in
Santona (Spain), or Ahmadi Azari et al. [6], who studied how

the different parking pricing policies influenced the choice of
parking in Montreal, Canada.

This special issue publishes quality papers which can
contribute to the understanding of user choice when parking
and to the development of parking management policies to
help in achieving more sustainable mobility in urban areas.

The special issue is focused on the behaviour of users
when choosing the type and location of a parking spot with
special emphasis on the evaluation of different parking poli-
cies. It is about improving our theoretical knowledge of user
choice processes when parking, as well as about the different
policies that can significantly influence these decisions.
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