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ÍNDICE GENERAL 5
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6.15. Dibujo de las téseras procedentes de Sasamón, según Torija y Ba-

quedano (2007) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 224
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9.2. Histograma del número de Unidades de Agregación por rangos de

pendiente . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 344

9.3. Relación entre rangos de pendiente y área ocupada por cada rango . 346
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9.29. Resultado gráfico de Getis-Ord, puntos calientes en el área prospec-
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Caṕıtulo 0

English Abstract

With this dissertation we aim to explain the development of a methodology

for in-depth study of the Romanization of a particular sector in central Spain, the

modern-day province of Burgos and in the surroundings of Sasamón. This met-

hodology is based mainly on GIS analysis and its management capabilities and

on field surveying as a renewed methodology for recording archaeological data-

sets. The concept of horizontal stratigraphy has been developed to understand the

landscape as an ongoing process of change (Widgren 2010). It comes to the fore-

front when the field survey results clarify the existence of several chronologies of

archeological “carpets of artifacts”. We want to explore the social origin of these

carpets, as a taskscape of past populations across both time and a wide region in

the Northern Meseta.

The ancient economy plays an important role in our work, because the activities

we are looking for which took place across the landscape have an economic basis,

such as the exploitation process, land tenure or colonization of new ecological areas.

However, the ancient economy is one of these intricate terms, which has always

been surrounded by hazardous debates concerning the feasibility of understanding

it from an archaeological perspective. Here the importance of a clear theoretical

framework is greater than in any other concept, even more than the traditional

19



debate about the meaning of landscape for archaeologists. From the start point

of the New Archaeology, economy has played a major role in the understanding

of past societies, eventually condemning any other aspect of the complexity of

the human society to a minor role, such as the enormous weight of the symbolic

thought or the social organizations of such societies.

In the present work we present two different and related approaches to the research

of the Iron Age and Roman times; the first one based on the creation of settlement

pattern models across four historical stages, from the First Iron Age to the Late

Roman Empire. Secondly, we have focused much interest on the role of field sur-

veying as a methodology for extracting regional scale datasets, so there are several

chapters which deal with this work, its methodology, results and the continuous

discussion of its feasibility to provide understanding of the surface record as a pro-

duct of ancient behavior. Thus, we present the results of our fieldwork approach

to the materiality as a process of cultural shift. The most complex aspect has been

the creation of a survey methodology which could offer regional-scale datasets and

which could be re-adapted to our changing perspective, for instance the need for

a conceptual way of thinking of the archaeological record, from the off-site to site

contexts.

The framework we have employed to understand the creation of the surface record

is the Behavioral Archaeology by Schiffer, in order to seek a human origin for the

surface record, rather than the usual interpretation as debris from a destroyed

or eroded site. This means that our aim is to understand the social behavior in

landscape exploitation and its archaeological remains.
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